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Abstract

Language is not simply a means of communication but a repository of culture, personality, and group awareness.
The regional languages within the Indian context have a pivotal role in the process of nation-building that enhances
the principle of unity in diversity. The cultural variability and perversity of the Indian culture can be testified to
by the language situation in India, which has 22 constitutionally acknowledged languages and over a thousand
dialects. This paper will discuss the multifaceted importance of Indian regional languages with regard to their
contributions in the areas of education, language preservation, democracy, and economic development. The paper
uses secondary data, policy documents, and scholarly analysis to understand the role of regional languages as
agents of national integration, and also the issues of linguistic diversity, e.g., the supremacy of English and Hindi,
language-based regionalism, and loss of small mother tongues. Provisions of the constitution, government
policies, and some of the new initiatives, including the National Education Policy (2020), which pays attention to
mother tongue education, are also discussed in the paper. The relevance of balanced policies on language is
emphasized by the comparative experience of other multilingual countries. It is indicated that local languages not
only preserve cultural identity but also enable communities and enhance local economic development by
enhancing literacy, political engagement, and participation. The research paper finds that a successfully
implemented language policy based on multilingualism, digital adaptation of the local language, and inclusive
education is able to improve the nation-building process in India.

Keywords: Regional languages, nation building, India, unity in diversity, linguistic diversity, cultural identity,
policy of education, multilingualism, federalism, National Education Policy (NEP 2020)
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1.Introduction

One of the strongest tools of human civilization is that
of language. It is not only a purpose of communication,
but also supports the cultural, historical, and emotional
identity of the communities. Language turns out to be
a unifying and distinctions force in the context of
nation-building. In a country like India, the
geographical languages have been the centre of its
social-political and cultural developments as
extraordinary linguistic diversity is the natural
characteristic of the same. India is among the most
multilingual nations on earth as 22 languages are
enumerated in the Indian Eighth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution and over a thousand dialects are spoken
in its vast geographic area. Although this diversity is
enriched, it has come out as a source of problems to
national integration, governance and education.
Language in India is also important, because the
language will not discriminate, but will result in
inclusivity and cultural heritage acceptance. Unlike the
major international languages such as English,
regional languages contain native traditions, folklore
and system of local knowledge. They enhance
grassroots democracy by ensuring that the government
and communications are brought to every citizen in a
language that he or she understands. Further, the
regional film industry, literature and media have been
used in a number of ways to shape Indian identity by
stressing that national-building involves not only
political but also cultural and social aspects. But
language tensions and challenges have also been
witnessed in India. The debates that surround the
standards of Hindi as a national language, the protests
across regional lines against the imposition of
linguistic policies and the increasing tendency of using
English in the urban population reveal certain
important concerns regarding the status of the regional
languages in contemporary India. Globalization and
digitalization make the situation even more complex
and prompt older generations to concentrate on career
opportunities offered by international languages at the
expense of their mother tongue. Despite such
challenges, local languages are as well included in the
Indian unity in diversity concept. Mother-tongue
education is a concept reflected in the policy as Three-
Language Formula or in recent National Education
Policy (2020) which describes the role of language in
forming the national consciousness. This paper will
examine the role of the regional languages in nation-
building in India and its significance to some extent on
the socio-cultural, educational, political and economic
fronts.

Research Objectives

1. To explore how regional languages may be
used to rescue cultural identity and heritage of
India.

2. To determine the role of regional languages in
education, literacy, and political
participation.

3. To research what regional languages go
through during the globalization and
digitalization of the world.

4. To evaluate how the government policies and
the provisions of the constitution affected the
promotion of the regional languages.

5. To investigate how regional languages relate
to the wider phenomenon of national building
in India.

Research Questions

1. What role does the regional languages play in
nation-building in India?

2. What role do regional languages play in
cultural preservation, education, and political
participation?

3. What do regional languages face the key
challenges in contemporary India?

4. How effective are India’s language policies in
balancing national integration with linguistic
diversity?

5. In what ways can regional languages be
strengthened to promote inclusive nation-
building in the 21st century?

2. Literature Review

The relationship between language and nation-
building has long been a subject of study among
scholars across various disciplines. Benedict
Anderson (1983), in his seminal work Imagined
Communities, argued that languages create shared
consciousness among people, fostering national
identity. According to the theory of Anderson,
languages are not just the instruments of
communication but indicators of culture that determine
the sense of belonging. On the same note, Joshua
Fishman (1999) has emphasized the importance of
language in nation-building by pointing out that
linguistic pluralism, when handled inclusively,
empowers and does not undermine the national unity.
These are the theoretical views that act as a basis for
analyzing the role of regional languages in India.

The role of linguistic diversity in the Indian context has
always been a complex one and this is emphasized by
scholars. In The Idea of India (1997), Sunil Khilnani
highlighted the fact that the unity of India is not based
on homogeneity but on the accommodation of
differences, including linguistic. Paul Brass (2004)
also analyzed the connection between language and
identity politics by observing that regional languages
in the past have influenced the formation of political
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mobilization and regional consciousness. As an
example, the opposition against using Hindi in Tamil
Nadu can manifest through the mobilization against
various forms of oppression and discrimination.

Amartya Sen (2005) suggested in TheArgumentative
Indian that India is pluralistic in terms of civilization
because linguistic diversity is a trait of the Indian
nation. Regional languages retain folk tradition,
classical literature and local systems of knowledge,
which all add to a larger cultural nationhood. The unit
has also pointed out that mother-tongue education is
essential in conservation of intangible cultural
heritage, and as a result, regional languages are useful
in maintaining cultural identity (UNESCO, 2010).

One of the greatest areas that the regional languages
influence nation-building is education. Mohanty
(2010) explains that children study better when in their
native tongue and teaching them in a local language in
the early stages encourages a high level of literacy and
thinking. Another issue raised by National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT, 2005) is
that education in regional languages makes classes
more inclusive and avoids alienation of learners. Most
recently, this was reiterated by the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020), which suggested primary
education in the mother tongue and made a reference
to the connection between linguistic diversity and
equitable education.

Political role of regional languages is also very well-
documented. Brass  (1990) examined how
reorganization of the states linguistically in the 1950s
became a big step towards stabilizing Indian
democracy. By matching the borders of states with the
linguistic ones, India minimized the secessive
tendencies and reinforced the federal organization.
Krishna Kumar (2016) also observed that the issue of
the language continues to play a pivotal role in the area
of democratic engagement, as the practice of
governance and elections in the use of the local
languages enables citizens at the grassroots sphere.

Regional languages also help in economic
development of both a locality and nation. The
development of the regional cinema including the
Tamil and Telugu film industry has shown how
languages create cultural capital and also contribute to
the economy. A report commissioned by KPMG
(2017) of Indian media industry established that,
regional language media has been rising at a higher
rate than English media due to increasing levels of
literacy and access to digital. It implies that regional
languages are not cultural assets alone and they also
other economic drivers in a globalizing India.

Meanwhile, there are some issues mentioned in the
literature. Annamalai (2001) also warned of the loss of
smaller languages and dialect due to the dominance of
English and Hindi. Globalization, as David Crystal
(2000) argues in his book Language Death, has the

tendency of disfavoring minority languages, and that is
also an issue that can be heard in the Indian case since
there are tendencies to abandon their mother languages
by the younger generations. Moreover, linguistic
conflicts such as the anti-Hindi movements in Tamil
Nadu or the demand to promote the other minority
languages such as Bodo or Santhali indicate that issues
of conflicts in the Indian linguistic environment have
always existed (Ramaswamy, 1997).

There is also some literature on the balancing exercise
between national integration and linguistic diversity in
the literature on policies. The aim of the Official
Languages Act (1963) was to promote use of Hindi and
conserve use of English and regional languages. The
framework of the policy of linguistic dominance is
actually the framework of linguistic accommodative
pragmatism, as many scholars assert, such as K. C.
Bhattacharya (2014). NEP 2020 also emphasizes the
same by providing further integration of the regional
languages in learning, technology, and governance
based on the premise of preserving linguistic pluralism
and national integration simultaneously.

3. Research Methodology

The research approach embraced in this study is
qualitative and analytical research in order to explore
the significance of regional languages in the process of
nation-building in India. Due to the magnitude of the
linguistic diversity of India, the socio-political context,
under which language diversity exists, the study has
mostly used secondary sources of data. They comprise
state documents like the Census of India (2011), the
Official Languages Act (1963), and the National
Education Policy (2020), and academic literature,
journal articles, and foreign reports by other agencies
like UNESCO. His use of a historical-comparative
approach has helped plot the history of the
development of the regional languages in the political,
cultural, and educational arenas of India since
independence.

The research is also based on case studies of linguistic
movements, including the reorganization of states of
1956 and the anti-Hindi movements in Tamil Nadu, to
show the way in which language can be used both as a
uniting and a contesting force. In order to determine
the success of the constitutional clauses, including
Articles 343-351, and institutional activities such as
the Sahitya Akademi in terms of linguistic pluralism,
policy analysis has been introduced. The analysis of
the academic literature through content analysis gives
an additional understanding of the theoretical frames
of language and nation-building. As an illustration, the
linguistic experience of India is framed in the context
of a global perspective through the application of the
theory of Imagined Communities by Anderson (1983)
and the views of multilingualism by Fishman (1999).
The study has weaknesses based on the fact that it
relied on secondary literature, which might not reflect
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the recent realities of grassroots language use in local
realities. Nonetheless, the methodology allows a multi-
dimensional approach to the topic of study, including
the consideration of cultural, educational, political, and
financial perspectives. Through this, the research will
be driven by the objective of carrying out a whole-
scale study of the significance of regional languages in
the nation-building process in India and the
identification of the challenges and opportunities that
lie ahead of India.

4. Results and Findings

Examining the linguistic scenario in India within the
frames of the socio-cultural, political, and educational
context, it will be impossible not to find a complex but
extremely significant role of the regional languages in
nation-building. Regional languages contribute
positively to the preservation of the cultural mosaic of
the country as well as to the utilization of the tools of
empowerment, participation and identity. At the same
time, they put substantial pressure on the globalization
level, language domination, and, in addition, the
differences between generations. The results of this
research can be generalized as pertaining to broad
themes: socio-cultural identity, education and literacy,
political empowerment, economic development and
problems of linguistic sustainability.

4.1. Regional Languages as Custodians of Cultural
Identity

Among the strongest conclusions, we can mention the
fact that regional languages still remain the support of
Indian culture. Each language possesses its one
hundred years of literature, folklore, performing arts,
and oral traditions. The example indicates that Bengali
has given the nation works of literary Nobel awardee,
Rabindranath Tagore, and Tamil has given Sangam
literature over two thousand years old. Similarly, as
with other languages such as Kannada, Malayalam,
and Marathi, there are classical traditions that make the
Indian culture more diverse.

The census of India (2011) reveals that the country has
over 19500 languages and dialects with over 10,000
people speaking 121 of them. This multiple language
is an expression of how the local languages are the
central focus of the intangible Indian heritage. The
observations substantiate the argument by UNESCO
(2010) that local languages and mother-tongue
language learning is critical to cultural diversity.

4.2. Contribution to Education and Literacy

The local languages significantly affect literacy and
education in India. According to research by Mohanty
(2010), NCERT (2005), and other scholars, students
who learn in their mother tongue are better in cognitive
growth, and dropout rates are low. NEP 2020 justifies
this by promoting primary-level teaching using the
mother tongue. There is also data that data provided by

Annual Status of Education Reports (ASER, 2018)
further adds that children who study in regional
language-based institutions tend to perform better
when they are tested in their native language in
comprehension tasks. The results show that regional
language use in education decreases alienation of
students especially in the rural and marginalized
groups. In other states like Kerala and West Bengal
where the regional language-medium education has
been vigorous, literacy rates are relatively high
compared to states where English has always been
given a premature priority. Staff languages are,
therefore, stepping stones to knowledge and belonging
and make education to be available and fair.

4.3. Regional and Democratic

Participation

Languages

The other important finding is the contribution of the
regional languages to enhancing democracy. Regional
languages are used to carry out elections, governance,
and local government because citizens cannot
communicate using other languages. As an example,
ballots, government publications, and parliamentary
proceedings may include regional languages to make
them inclusive. The state politics of the case study that
has been run show that language has been the main
focus of political mobilization. Indian federalism was
stabilized by linguistic reorganization of the states in
1956, which was based on the principle of one
language-one state, whereby political boundaries were
geared towards linguistic identities. In the same spirit,
the claim of linguistic ownership in Tamil Nadu, the
anti-Hindi agitations revealed how regional languages
may dominate the political language. Instead of
dividing the country, these movements ultimately
strengthened the idea of federalism by recognizing the
language diversity as a valid constituent of Indian
democracy (Brass, 1990). The results indicate that
regional languages are a means of political
empowerment, and through them, citizens enjoy their
democratic rights in a language that they understand
and are familiar with. This will guarantee increased
involvement in government and less alienation from
the state.

4.4. Economic Impact of Regional Languages

One of the findings is that economic value of regional
languages is of critical nature. Linguistic diversity in
such industries as regional cinema, publishing, tourism
and digital media helps them to flourish. As reported
by KPMG (2017), regional language media has been
increasing at an average of approximately 18 per cent
in comparison with consumption of English media in
India. The local cinema, especially Telugu and Tamil
movies have acquired pan Indian and international
viewers and this has aided in the exportation of culture
and profits. Also, regional languages can be very
crucial in marketing the local businesses and tourism.
Local languages promote trust and access of the
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consumers through signboards, advertisements and
promotional campaigns. The use of regional language
in the marketing of tourist destinations in some other
states like Rajasthan and Kerala has increased the
levels of domestic and international tourist activities.
The results validate that regional languages are not just
symbols of the culture, but economic resources that
spur inclusive development.

4.5. Challenges Facing Regional Languages

Although they contributed, the findings bring out the
urgent challenges. The former is the prevalence of
English and Hindi in education, government and work.
Although English is regarded as the language of global
opportunities, it isolates the regional languages
particularly in the urban settings. The trend can be
observed on the young generations that prefer using
English as a social mobility tool at the expense of their
mother tongue (Annamalai, 2001). The second issue is
the loss of smaller language and dialects. According to
the survey of linguistics in India by the People
Linguistic Survey of India (2013) close to 250
languages in India have been lost in the past 50 years
and more are threatened. This leads to a slow
homogenization which is a threat to language of India.
The third problem is due to linguistic conflicts. The
anti-Hindi movements in Tamil Nadu, the Bodo and
Santhali demands, the agitation over the three-
language formula prove that language may also be a
place of struggle. All these struggles are evidences of
anxieties about cultural conquest and how a fine
balance must be struck to accommodate linguistic
diversity without overriding minor communities in the
process. Globalization and digital transformation have
made the picture even more complicated. Despite the
fact that social media and entertainment media have
helped broaden the horizons of regional languages, the
English domination in global platforms is more likely
to marginalize them. This digital divide is enhanced by
the lack of proper translation, digitization and
technological supply of the local languages.

4.6. Policy Interventions and Outcomes

The findings also indicate the inconclusive
achievements of language policies in India. The
national integration and national linguistic diversity in
Canada were to be resolved by the Three-Language
Formula and the Act of the Official Languages (1963).
Nevertheless, they have been unequally implemented
among the states. Although the addition of 22
languages in the Eighth Schedule brings constitutional
acknowledgement, other languages are still excluded,
and this generates a hierarchy amongst languages. The
NEP 2020 is a good move towards mother-tongue
education, although its effectiveness is largely
contingent upon proper training of the teachers,
development of resources, and acceptance among
parents. Policies also tend to be symbolic without a
powerful implementation.

4.7. Synthesis of Findings

Combined, the results highlight a paradox: regional
languages are at once the key to nation-building and
growing less and less central. On one hand, they ensure
pride in culture, inclusion in education, democratic
empowerment, and  economic  development.
Conversely, they are threatened by globalization,
English and Hindi domination, and inter-linguistic
strife. Based on the analysis, the strength of India is
linguistic pluralism. Attempts to impose equality had
always raised resistance to it, and any policy that has
promoted diversity has helped to improve integration.
Therefore, the future of nation-building in India is the
role of preserving regional languages as a cultural
identity factor and incorporating the same in
education, government, and technology.

Conclusion of Findings

This paper has shown that regional languages are
central rather than marginal to national building in
India. They are carriers of culture, inclusion education,
political participation and economic growth. However,
what will make them survive and prosper is the nature
of proactive policy measures, adjusting technology and
valuing their worth in the society. The motto of unity
in diversity that India has and can give rise to, are still
possible through regional languages, provided they are
fostered.

5. Discussion

The results of the proposed research illuminate the dual
nature of the effect of regional languages on the
nationalization of India. They are both cultural
carriers, educational tools, political instrument, and
economic drivers, but at the same time they are
threatened with decline and marginalization. This
dichotomy elicits some significant questions on how
India can maintain its linguistic diversity and still have
the national unity. These findings are summed up in
the discussion below and placed in the context of larger
theoretical and global perspectives.

5.1. Balancing Unity and Diversity

Unity in diversity has been the major principle of India
as a nation. As compared to other nations where
attempts to apply the idea of linguistic homogeneity
have been made, India has generally accepted the
concept of multilingualism as one of the symbols of its
identity. Such a practice echoes the notion of Imagined
Communities proposed by Benedict Anderson (1983)
in which languages contribute to the creation of the
sense of shared belonging. In India, on the contrary,
membership is not pegged on a single dominant
language, but rather on the co-existence of many
cultures. This pluralistic pattern has made it possible to
avoid the wholesale fragmentation of language in
India, although in some instances tensions and
conflicts have been evident. However, it is observed
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that the over-use of English and Hindi is a problem to
this equilibrium. Although English is used as a global
link language it tends to marginalize regional
languages. On the same note, the privilege of Hindi as
the official language has led to opposition in other
states that do not speak Hindi. This implies that India
should walk the fine line between forging a unified
linguistic identity and regional autonomy. The most
seem to be the most practical way to go is through the
policies that promote bilingualism or multilingualism,
instead of the linguistic conformity.

5.2. Regional Languages and Federalism

The importance of the regional languages in enhancing
Indian federalism can be understood on the basis of
historical and current situations. The linguistic
restructuring of states in 1956, such as, suppressed
separatist moods by matching administrative entities
with linguistic belonging. The results support the
notion by Paul Brass (1990) which states that linguistic
accommodation fortifies democratic legitimacy. Quite
on the contrary, the claim of regional language has
strengthened the belief of citizens in the federal system
by providing them with political identity.
Nevertheless, this dynamic also brings out a paradox.
Although regional languages increase participation in
the state level, they tend to stimulate regionalism and
politics with identity basis. The Tamil Nadu anti-Hindi
movements or the Bodo seeking a recognition of their
language as a minority language is an example of how
language can be both a glue and a rift. This discussion
says therefore that federalism in India flourishes
whereby linguistic demands are accommodated as
opposed to being suppressed.

5.3. Global Comparisons

The comparison between the linguistic setting in India
and other countries practicing multilingualism can
help us to gain some insights. An example is
Switzerland which has four official languages, namely:
German, French, Italian and Romansh, and all of
which are treated as equal in education, administration
and governance. This non-discriminating model has
helped to avoid an issue of linguistic conflict even
though Switzerland is not a large country. Equally,
recognition of English and French in Canada has
institutionalized bilingualism, although there are still
friction with Quebec. South Africa has 11 official
languages and this shows that multilingualism can be
used as a strength to empower people with different
languages, but it also shows that it is not easy to
enforce fair language policies in real life. India is
similar to these countries in the sense of linguistic
diversity, only that the magnitude is much higher. A
country like India has a linguistic pluralism that covers
hundreds of languages and dialects as well as opposed
to Switzerland or Canada. This complicates and at the
same time makes policy implementation more
important. It is argued in the discussion that India can

take a lesson by following such examples of the world
by making sure regional languages receive equal
recognition in education, governance as well as in
digital media and that effective systems of translation
and interpretation are also developed.

5.4. The Digital and Global Challenge

The effects of globalization and digitalization on the
regional languages can be viewed as one of the most
burning questions in the findings. English remains the
dominant language in digital platform, university
education, and in business between nations, which
discourages the smaller languages. Globalization
usually hastens language death as the case is cautioned
by Crystal (2000). This risk is highlighted by the fact
that the population of the almost 250 Indian languages
has fallen almost by half during the last half-century
(People's Linguistic Survey of India, 2013).
Nevertheless, in digital technology, there are also
opportunities. The development of regional content on
digital platforms such as YouTube, OTT streaming
service providers, and social media is rising at rapid
rates, which shows the need of the regional language
in the digital era. The emergence of the regional
cinema industries, like Telugu and Tamil, which are
recording box-office success at the national and
international scales, supports the economic possibility
of linguistic diversity. The debate is that electronic
resources should be exploited to revive and make
regional languages more popular so that they remain
relevant to the younger people.

5.5. Policy Implications

The results and international benchmarking show the
significance of accommodative and integrative
policies. The fact that NEP 2020 focuses on mother-
tongue education is a positive move towards the right
direction, although its execution will demand
resources, teacher education, and engagement of the
community. In the absence of such, the policy can stay
aspirational. Likewise, the fact that 22 languages have
been included in the Eighth Schedule is a sign of
recognition, but the omission of others generates
hierarchies, which contradict the idea of real
inclusivity. The discussion highlights the need to shift
the policies of India to more than a symbolic
recognition that the need to empower the regional
languages practically. This involves incorporating
them into online spaces, administrative structures, and
universities and bilingualism as an ability and not a
trade-off.

5.6. Conclusion of Discussion

Overall, the discussion reaffirms that regional
languages are indispensable to India’s nation-building.
They provide cultural continuity, enhance democratic
legitimacy, and drive economic growth, but they also
face existential challenges from homogenizing forces.
The key lies in balancing unity with diversity,
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leveraging digital opportunities, and adopting
inclusive policies. By doing so, India can transform its
linguistic diversity from a challenge into a strategic
advantage, reinforcing its pluralistic ethos in the 21st
century.

6. Conclusion

The discovery of regional languages in a context of
nation-building in India demonstrates both their lasting
power and growing weakness. The results and
discussion show that regional languages have played a
major role in the identity of the Indian culture,
enhanced federalism in the Indian democracy, as well
as inclusiveness in education and governance. But,
they are also marginalized by the increasing
ascendancy of English, the propensitism of Hindi and
the homogenizing forces of globalization. This
research can be concluded hence on three intertwined
findings: the cultural role of regional languages as
indispensable, their socio-political and economic
potential, and the necessity of their language
preservation in the times of the rapid change. First, the
cultural heritage of India is mainly preserved by the
regional languages. They represent the centuries of
literature, music, art, folklore and oral traditions which
are not fully reflected in the mainstream international
languages. The persistence of such languages as Tamil,
containing its ancient Sangam corpus, or Bengali,
containing its dynamic modernist tradition, testifies
that language can keep even civilizational memory
alive. India is even losing the means of
communication, not to mention the loss of its own
cultural richness and variety without the maintenance
of such languages. Second, the role of regional
languages in the nation-building process is inclusive as
seen in learning, politics and economy. Mother-tongue
education promotes cognitive and equitable access to
knowledge particularly among rural and marginalized
communities. Located in the realm of politics, regional
languages have allowed citizens to participate in the
processes of governance and democracy in a
meaningful and significant way, the Indian federalism
is rooted in local realities. In the economic aspect, the
proliferation of regional media, cinema, and tourism
prove that linguistic diversity is capable of spurring
local growth and also adding to the soft power of India
in the international system. Third, however, it also
cannot be ignored that the problems of the regional
languages are also present. The loss of smaller
languages and dialects, as well as the excessive focus
on the English language as the language of ambitions,
indicates an increase in the divide between the culture
and the present. This may cause the loss of linguistic
diversity and homogenization of culture, otherwise.
The fact that hundreds of Indian languages are
disappearing in the last decades justifies the urgency of
the problem.

The paper also points out that good intentions in the
form of policy can never be enough unless there is an

implementation process. Inclusion of 22 languages in
the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution and the three
language formula was aimed at balancing the national
unity and language diversity but this has not been well
uniform across the states. National Education Policy
(2020) marks a new awareness of the role of mother-
tongue education but its effectiveness will require
funding of teacher education, improvement of the
curriculum, and social acceptance. Comparatively,
Indian model of multilingualism is distinguished by its
magnitude and intricacy. In contrast to other countries,
like Switzerland or Canada, where the authorities have
to deal with fewer official languages, India has to deal
with hundreds of linguistic groups. This is not easy, but
also shows how India is strong in accepting diversity.
The Indian experience implies that the concept of
linguistic pluralism, as a strength not a weakness, can
strengthen, not weaken national integration. To
conclude, regional languages are not peripheral, but
rather formative of the nation-building project of India.
They symbolize the motto of the country that is unity
in diversity because they permit numerous identities to
live within a common national structure. India has to
go beyond the symbolic acknowledgment of regional
languages to active encouragement of their use in
education, governance, technology, and culture in
order to maintain this balance. The use of digital tools,
translation programmes, and inclusion policy can
make sure that regional tongues do not become
obsolete in the 21 st century and yet, they still
contribute to national cohesion. Maintenance and
propagation of the local languages, however, is not
only a cultural and linguistic issue but it is the core of
democratic, social and developmental future of India.
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